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FOREWORD

Global Competition Review is delighted to publish this thirteenth annual 
edition of the Competition Economics Handbook.

With economics at the centre of competition law, this handbook 
identifies the issues that antitrust economists are tackling today. The 
book’s comprehensive format provides contact details for competition 
agencies’ economists in over 70 jurisdictions. A Q&A format illustrates 
how the advisers are organised and their input into the regulation and 
enforcement process. 

Much of the information has been provided by the agencies themselves 
and we are, as ever, grateful for all their cooperation.

The Competition Economics Handbook 2020 is one of five special reports 
included in a Global Competition Review subscription each year, alongside 
four issues of the magazine, a survey on a four-year rotation (Corporate 
Counsel published in January 2019 and 40 Under 40, to be published in 
January 2020) and two signature surveys, Rating Enforcement and The 
GCR 100.

We would like to thank all those who have worked on the research and 
production of this publication.

The information listed is correct as of October 2019.

Global Competition Review
London
October 2019
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LITHUANIA

Overview
Mindaugas Cerpickis and Emmi Martikainen
Copenhagen Economics

Three recent landmark decisions highlight the 
increasing use of economic methods in public and pri-
vate competition law enforcement in Lithuania. First, 
in April 2018, the Lithuanian Competition Council 
(LCC) reported that UAB Rimi Lietuva (RIMI) failed 
to implement merger remedies that the authority 
approved as a condition when clearing the merger of 
large grocery chains in Lithuania. Second, in October 
2017, the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania 
upheld the LCC’s decision by which the merger of 
two major pilsner malt producers in Lithuania was 
prohibited. Third, in 2019, the preliminary findings of 
the LCC showed that the merger between a national 
and a local fixed internet access services and paid TV 
services providers (Cgates and Splius) would lead to a 
significant restriction of competition in a local market. 
Subsequently, the merger filing has been withdrawn 
by the acquirer. Extensive economic analysis preceded 
each decision.

This article is based on interviews with prominent 
competition law practitioners from the law firms 
Cobalt, Ellex, Sorainen, TGS Baltic and Walless, as well 
as with the legal and the economist team of the LCC.

The role of economic analysis is increasing in 
mergers
The number of cleared mergers ranged from 23–37 
annually in the 2016–2018 period. In contrast, one to 
two merger cases per year were prohibited or with-
drawn by merging parties due to concerns expressed 
by the LCC. The number of cases where the LCC moved 
to the second phase investigation was up to 10 each 
year. For the past several years, the LCC accepted only 
structural remedies, though the parties often offered 
behavioural commitments as well.

According to the interviewees, mergers are overall 
becoming more complex, one reason being that the 
market is more and more consolidated. Long investi-
gation times and the extent of data required to submit 
to the LCC was mentioned by some of the interviewees 
as creating costs for the companies. A comparison was 

made to other Baltic states where merger investigation 
times and information requests by the competition 
authorities are perceived to be less burdensome.

The LCC and the market participants are using 
economic methods in mergers more often than in 
the past. However, the economics used seems to rely 
more on qualitative arguments and questionnaires 
sent to market participants rather than, for example, 
econometric effects analysis. The use of econom-
ics has, however, increased as private parties have 
produced their own analysis. For example, catchment 
area analysis, small but significant and non-transitory 
increase in price test, price difference analysis and 
others have been used both by the private parties and 
the LCC in recent merger cases. 

Abuse cases are relatively rare and focus is on 
cartels
Abuse of dominance cases are relatively rare. Cartel 
detection continues to be one of the LCC’s focus 
points. One of the most prominent cases in 2017 
concerned joint bidding in the construction market, 
which according to the LCC was a by object restriction 
of competition. The case is now pending in Supreme 
administrative court.

The EU Damages Directive has been fully trans-
posed to the national law, but damages cases are still 
rare. There are two stand-alone pending damages 
cases and two follow-on damages cases.

LCC’s economists have a role in prioritising 
investigations
All the LCC’s economists are placed in the Economic 
Analysis Group, formed in 2018. The LCC expects 
to expand the unit in the future. In addition to case 
work, the economists play a role in prioritising which 
investigations the LCC launches. Specifically, the LCC 
prioritises and selects cases for further investigation 
based on three criteria: the impact on effective com-
petition and consumer welfare, strategic significance 
and rational use of resources.
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LITHUANIA

Mindaugas Cerpickis
Copenhagen Economics

Mindaugas Cerpickis acts as an economic consultant 
at Copenhagen Economics, specialising in helping 
clients in competition and dispute resolution cases. 
Cerpickis has worked on a number of dispute, merger 
and abuse of dominance cases, including cases 
where sector regulation and competition economics 
intersect, for example, in postal and telecom sectors. 
Before joining Copenhagen Economics, he worked as 
a management consultant.

Emmi Martikainen
Copenhagen Economics

Emmi Martikainen is an economic consultant at 
Copenhagen Economics helping clients with issues 
where competition law and economics intersect, 
including a wide variety of merger and abuse of 
dominance cases, damage estimations and compli-
ance issues. She holds a PhD in economics from the 
University of Turku and has taught microeconomics 
and competition economics in Finnish universi-
ties. Before joining CE, Martikainen worked as an 
economist at the Finnish Competition and Consumer 
Authority.

Langebrogade 1 (entrance B3)
DK-1411 Copenhagen
Denmark
Tel: +45 5373 2454

Copenhagen Economics Helsinki
Hämeentie 11
00530 Helsinki
Finland
Tel +358 40 016 3950

Mindaugas Cerpickis
mic@copenhageneconomics.com

Emmi Martikainen
emm@copenhageneconomics.com

www.copenhageneconomics.com

Copenhagen Economics is one of the leading economic consultancies 
in Europe. Founded in 2000, we currently employ more than 90 people 
operating from our offices in Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki and 
Brussels. Based on established research methods and in-depth sector 
knowledge, we help our clients make better choices in their political 
and commercial reality. Our senior team provides pragmatic solutions 
founded in economics to law firms, private companies, regulators, and 
policy makers all over the world. We are particularly dedicated to 12 
service areas, including competition, dispute support, digital economy, 
intellectual property valuation and transfer pricing, and postal and delivery. 
Global Competition Review lists Copenhagen Economics among the top 
20 economic consultancies in the world and has done so since 2006.
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